CITY OF SOUTH EL MONTE

Essential Services
Protection Measure

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

What is Measure ES – The South El Monte Essential
Services Protection Measure?
The South El Monte City Council voted unanimously to place Measure ES
on the November 2020 ballot to provide voters a choice to enact a 0.25%
sales tax. Measure ES would provide approximately $1 million annually for
the City’s General Fund that could maintain essential public safety patrols
and rapid response to 9-1-1 calls, well-preserved streets, sidewalks and
community spaces, and emergency response centers.
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How will the money from Measure ES be spent?
If passed by South El Monte voters in November, Measure ES would protect and maintain essential services, including:
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Would the revenue from Measure ES be used outside of South El Monte?
Absolutely not. Funded by both residents and visitors who dine and shop in the City, revenue generated from Measure ES will go
to the City’s general fund, to be used locally by the City Council to maintain South El Monte’s local service levels.

How did the City of South El Monte get to this financial situation?
The City of South El Monte is facing a budgetary crisis. The City’s 2020-21 budget includes a general fund deficit of $2.4 million,
and the City has no new revenue sources to address this. Without additional revenue, it will not be possible to maintain current
levels of essential services.

What has the City done so far to reduce the budget deficit?
The City has already made difficult choices in the face of these funding challenges, including utilizing its reserve balances to
maintain service levels, deferring maintenance and improvements to the City’s facilities and roads, and seeking one-time funds to
offset the loss of General Fund and reserve balances.

What types of purchases will be subject to Measure ES?
In California, sales tax is collected on retail transactions and tangible personal property items. If approved, Measure ES will NOT
apply to groceries, rent, mortgages, utilities, prescription medicine, or personal services, such as medical and dental services.

How does South El Monte’s current sales tax compare to other cities?
MONROVIA

Measure ES would
take the City’s sales
tax rate from 10.00% to
10.25%. Voters in several
neighboring cities –
including Montebello,
Whittier, and Alhambra –
increased their sales tax
rate to 10.25%, the state
maximum.

How can we be
sure the funds are
being used locally
and as promised?
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Measure ES features
10.25%
strict accountability
requirements – public
PICO RIVERA
disclosure of all spending,
10.25%
annual independent
financial audits – to
ensure full transparency and that the funds from the tax are used locally and effectively to solely benefit the South El Monte
community, without any of it going to other LA County cities, Sacramento or Washington, D.C.
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